












































































FACTS OF INTEREST. 


Medal Brand Roofing is insured at the same rate of premium as roofe 
of metal or slate. 

Our sales of this roofing in the United States have amounted to mil¬ 
lions of dollars. 

In 1887 ten thousand (10,000) buildings were roofed with Medai 
Brand Roofing. 

More than one hundred thousand (100,000) buildings in this country 
have Medal Brand Roofs. 

Medal Brand Roofing is largely exported to foreign countries. 

Medal Brand Roofing can be obtained of our agents in any of the 
States and Territories. 

Medal Brand Roofing can be obtained in all the large cities of Canada. 

The Centennial Buildings, erected in Philadelphia in 1876, were 
covered with Medal Brand Roofing. The roof of Agricultural Hall, cov¬ 
ering an area of twenty-six acres, was roofed with Medal Brand Roofing, 

Medal Brand Roofing is extensively used in the West Indies and 
South America. 

The extremes of heat and cold do not affect it injuriously. 

It will not impart any taste to water. 

It is adapted to either steep or flat roofs. 

It is a roof that any intelligent man can apply successfully. 

It can be painted any desired color. 

O. K. Building Paper has an Asphalt lining, making it as durable as 
the building upon which it is placed. 

O. K. Deadening Pelt is the only water-proof deadening for floors. 
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^edal Brand Roof. 

Suitable for Either Steep or Fiat Roofs* 


CAN BE MADE ANY COLOR DESIRED. 



LOW COST. LASTING. READILY PUT ON. 


The advantages of a cheap, durable, easily applied roof and the necessity 

for it have long been admitted. The 
extensive growth of the building in¬ 
terest in this country, made necessary 
by its rapid development, has stimu- 
lated inventors to find a substitute for the cumbrous wooden roof and the 
costly metal ona 

Beginning with the felt and gravel roof of years ago, progress has been 
constantly made towards a perfect roof. Time and money have been invested 
without limit. Each year and ea ii experiment brought the object of this 
* expenditure nearer, and it barely escaped the grasp of several inventors. 

4 We began our experiments in 1854, with the Felt and Gravel Boof. It 
was conceded then that we produced the best article in this kind of Boof. 
For more than thirty-three years we have experimented with various mate- 
rials, different combinations and improved machinery, to produce the Boof 
which architects and builders sought. Our experiments have been crowned 
with complete success. We can now offer, confidently, the only complete, 
cheap, durable and easily applied Boof in the United State? We do thir 
under the name of the Medal Brand Boof, 














THE MEDAL BRAND READY ROOFING. 



We respectfully ask architects, builders and dealers to investigate thor¬ 
oughly our claims. We can substantiate them by asking inspection of hun¬ 
dreds of large Roofs in different parts of the country, and by testimonials 
from the owners, of their perfect satisfaction. 

WHAT IT IS. , . _ , w ^ w . 

—The Medal Brand Ready Roofing consists essen¬ 
tially of our Medal Brand Three-ply Felt. We give here a representation of 
a cross-section of it, showing its construction. 




CROSS-SECTION MEDAL BRAND THREE-PLY ROOFING FELT. 

Three layers of the best quality of bituminous Felt, a , a, a, shown by the 
light shaded lines in the cut, are combined, with two layers of water-proof 
composition, b , b , shown by the black lines in the cut. The excellence of the 
materials and their skillful combination in a manner peculiar to our patented 
process, render our Medal Brand Three-ply Felt superior to any in the mar¬ 
ket. It is the best and heaviest felt made. When it has been laid and 
secured upon the roof, it is covered with two coats of Medal Brand Mastic 
Roof Coating; the last one to be thoroughly sanded with clean sand. It will 
then look like this: 



OROSS-BEOTION OF MEDAL BRAND BEADY ROOFING COMPLETED. 

It needs no argument to show that this makes a durable, satisfactory, 
water-proof roof. 

The Medal Brand Mastic Roof Coating is black. Some do not like this 
color. Instead of the Medal Brand Mastic Roof Coating, in such cases, 
use two coats of linseed oil paint of any desired color. 





























ROOFS FOR SHEDS AND CHEAP BUILDINGS. - 

MEDAL BRAND TWO-PLY FELT. 


.0. - X. . vt . --. - 


If a lighter and less expensive roof is wanted for temporary structures, 
it can be secured by using our Medal Brand Two-ply Felt. This is made and 
applied in the same manner as the Three-ply. It has but one layer of water¬ 
proof composition and two of the bituminous Felt. 


HOW IT COMES* — Ttie Medal B ran d. Hoofing comes in com¬ 
pact rolls, 32 inches wide and 40 feet long; a quantity sufficient to cover 100 
square feet of roofing, and allow two inches for lapping. To 
lay 100 square feet of roofing requires, in addition to a roll 
of roofing, one lb. of 3d nails, and one pound of tin caps, 
together with two gallons of Medal Brand Coating—a quan¬ 
tity sufficient to give the roof two coats; or, give the roof 
two coats of linseed oil paint of any desired color. 

Materials for 100 square feet of Three-ply Hoofing weigh about 90 lbs.; 
for the same amount of Two-ply Hoofing, the weight is about 75 lbs. Both 
go as fifth-class freight on the railroads. 



WHERE TO USE IT. —On any building that is meant to 
shelter a human being, shield a domestic animal or protect valuable property 
from the elements, there the Medal Brand Heady Hoofing is just the article 
to use. Its superior points then are easily demonstrated. The excellent ma¬ 
terials used in its composition, the care bestowed upon its manufacture, the 
readiness with which it can be applied even by unskilled labor, makes this 
complete roof a favorite for all who own, occupy or put up buildings. 

The Medal Brand Heady Hoofing gives complete satisfaction on large 
roofs. Hence it is preferred for warehouses, lumber and wharf sheds, store¬ 
houses of all kinds, factories, depots, barns, gin-houses, hay and grain sheds, 
etc., etc. The owners get a complete roof at a less cost than from any other 
material. 

For dwellings and farm buildings, large or small, it has been found to 
answer all the requirements of a good roof. Why, then, pay a liighe;' price 
for an article that will do no better service? 


« 
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HOW TO LAY IT, —See that the roof is free from projecting 
nails, bits of wood, or anything liable to push a hole through the Felt. 

Begin at the eaves and work to the ridge. 
Let the different breadths lap about two 
inches. Before adding the second breadth, 
coat well two inches of the upper edge of the 
first breadth with our Medal Brand Roof 
Coating. Then lay the second breadth, mak¬ 
ing the lap as directed. Now, using our tin 
caps and lath nails, fasten the lap securely to 
the roof. Put in the nails not over three inches apart. 

At chimneys, skylights, etc., turn the Felt up against them, two or three 
inches, using the Roof Coating before fastening, as you did on the laps. 
Now bend down over it the tin flashings inserted in the brick, or fastened 
on to the woodwork, and secure them in their places. Then give the whole 
roof a good coat of Medal Brand Mastic Roofing. When this has well 
dried, put on an additional lighter coat. It is best to sand the latter coat. 

MEDAL BRAND ROOF COATING. 

This Coating has no superior. It is manufactured only by us. It is a 

surface coating for all kinds of felt roof¬ 
ing, but especially for the Medal Brand 
Ready Roofing. It is composed of 
minerals reduced to a fine powder and 
thoroughly mixed with a bituminous 
preparation. The result is a roof coat¬ 
ing, which, for solidity, durability and 
protection against fire, is not excelled 

by any surface coating in the market. 

Its action upon the roof is entirely satisfactory. It adheres perfectly to 
the roofing; does not run in summer, nor crack in winter. It slowly and 
surely sets or hardens into a surface of artificial stone. 

This heavy water-proof Coating can be used with equal ease for covering 
felt, tin or shingles* Th6roughly sanded, its durability is increased. 

WE FURNISH IT READY FOR THE BRUSH, IN PAILS, KEGS OR BARRELS. 




I 









WHAT THE INSURANCE COMPANIES SAY: 

New York, December 27th, 1887. 

The following Insurance Companies of New York will insure buildings 
covered with CHltDS’ PATENT MEDAL BRAND ROOF at the same rate of 
premium as if covered with Tin, Zinc, Copper, Slate or Iron : 
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WATER-PROOF BITUMINOUS. 



PATENTED APRIL 12, 1887, AND NOVEMBER 8, 1887. 


FOR SHEATHING HOUSES, 

This paper is superior in every respect to any sheathing now in use. We 
call attention to the novelty of its construction, it being composed of two 
sheets of paper with an interposed layer of water-proof bitumen or asphaltic 
cement, the whole united under great pressure, making the 

O.K. BUILDING PAPER 7 

not only a perfectly water-proof article of great toughness and strength, but 
one that is practically indestructible, clean to handle, odorless, inexpensive, 
vermin-proof, and that will last as long as the building upon which it is applied. 

FOR FLOORS. 

This paper is an exceedingly valuable article for putting between floors 
to deaden sound and to increase the warmth of the rooms. It effectually 
stops all currents of air, excludes moisture, and being perfectly water-proof, 
protects ceilings from leaks. 

FOR ROOFS. 

It is the best sheathing that can be used under tin, slate, tile, or shingle 
roofs. Its water-proof qualities, cleanliness, durability, and the facility with 
which it unrolls at all times, recommend its use. 

PUT UP IN ROLLS 36 INCHES WIDE, CONTAINING 1,000 SQUARE FEET. 

USE THE BEST 

It is a great waste of money to cover buildings with common 
straw sheathing or cheap papers that are not water-proof. Experi¬ 
ence has shown that these papc rS do not protect a building for 
any length of time, but soon mildew and fall to pieces, making 
the house drafty and damp; these defects can then only he reme¬ 
died at great expense. To be of any use, a building paper must be 
perfectly water-proof, and as durable as tlie building upon which 
it is e placedo Such a paper is the O. K. BITUMINOUS BUILDING- 
PAPER. 








9 


\ 


PATENT WATER-PROOF 

0. K. BITUMINOUS DEADENING FELT. 

FOR LAYING BETWEEN FLOORS. 

This Felt has the same relative superiority to other deadening felts, that 
our 0. K. Building Paper does to all others in the market. It is simply the 
best. It is tho only deadening felt in the market that is water-proof, and 
will not mildew and decay, or give out a musty, unwholesome smell. Rats, 
mice and other vermin will not disturb it, as they frequently do with deaden¬ 
ing felt that is not treated with bituminous preparations.' It is odorless and 
clean to handle; between floors.it excludes sound, and offers a perfect pro¬ 
tection from injury caused to ceilings by bursting water-pipes or leaky roofs 
—an excellent point. Recall to mind, if you please, within your observation, 
the valuable frescoes and ornamented ceilings that have been ruined by 
slight leaks in the plumbing, or by the accidental spilling of water on the floor 
above; think then how much damage there must be throughout the country 
from this cause, and what a saving will be effected by the use of 0. K. 
Deadening Felt. Nor must it be forgotten what a protection from water-damage 
it is to the lower rooms when a slight fire occurs in the upper stories of a 
building. We believe that in the near future all Insurance Companies will 
insist upon its use, as it will save money to the insurer and insured. 

This Felt is largely used not only for deadening floors, but as a superior 
sheathing for the sides of houses, to make them warm and exclude moisture. 
It costs more than the building papers usually employed for this purpose, 
but as it does its work effectually, the increase of expense is warranted in all 
good buildings. 

THE O. K. DEADENING FELT 

is put up in rolls 36 inches wide, weighing about 75 pounds to the roll. 
"We make two grades of these goods. Number 1 weighing 1\ pounds to 
the square yard, Number 2 weighing about 2£ pounds to the square yard. 

Samples, prices, and descriptive circulars will be furnished upon appli¬ 
cation. 
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Jo Architects,= 

To |UILDERS, and 

Tn 0WNERS. 


We are prepared to put on the PATENT MEDAL BRAND ROOF 
when desired. We will contract to put on roofs of the largest 
size with promptness and dispatch. Within reasonable dis¬ 
tances, and where the amount of the contract will warrant, we 
will send one of our men with samples of the roof, to give 
information, estimates, etc. We will furnish you with materials 
and give you full directions for applying them. Where you 
wish to furnish your own men, we will send a foreman to 
superintend the laying of the roof. We will consult your wishes 
and convenience in every and in all respects. Correspondence 

invited. Address, 


BIGELOW k DOWSE, 

22S FRANKLIN STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 











ROOFING LAID OVER SHINGLES. 

Shingle Eoofs leak for. several reasons. The roof may be old; it 

may have been made of poor shingles, 
it may have been made too flat. Any 
one of these causes renders it unfit 
for its purpose, and driving in new 
shingles affords only a temporary re¬ 
lief. Now, such roofs can be made 
to do good service by adopting our 
plan for their repair. It is this: 

To cover a Shingle Roof, remove 
all nails, knots or projections, and lay 
the Ready Roofing as in cut, the same 
as on a new roof. This saves the 
expense of removing the old shingles, and will make a perfect roof out of an 
old or leaking one, at one-half the cost of a new shingle roof. 

IT SHOULD NOT ®E PUT OVER OLD CURLED OAK SHINGLES. 


QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 

Tlie following replies will be found to cover questions that aie 
usually asked concerning our Medal Brand Roofing: 

Eacli roll lias two inches of lap allowed, independent of t e 

100 square feet. 

Each roll is 32 inches wide and 40 feet long. 

It should be laid the same way as the root-boards run. 

It can be applied on either flat or steep roofs. 

It is practically fire-proof, 

It is adapted to all climates. 

It can be applied over old shia» les * 

The water from the roof can be used for domestic puipos 
The roof should be recoated every three to five years, < epen 

ing on the climate. . 

If tlie care that is given tin roofs is given to this roofi g it 

will last as long as the building stands. 

The roofing is not affected by acids or gases. 
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SATISFACTORY! 


1890 


THE; 


MEDAL BRAND ROOF APPROVED 


Its Durability all that 
we claim. 



(a^e) 


Strong Confirmation of 
our Statements. , 


Who use the Medal Brand Roof? 

Do they confirm your claims of durability? 

What else do they say of it? 

Very proper and pertinent questions. We have scores of satisfactory 
answers to them. Space allows here to print but few. 

WHO USE IT? 

THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO USE A BETTER ROOF, IF THEY COULD FIND IT. 


in Brooklyn it satisfies the owners of these buildings« 

Elevator of David Dows ; a mammoth building, 600x100, with sheds 
400x60 feet. 

Robinson’s Warehouses and Wharves; about 2,0 0 squaies. 

Erie Basin Storehouse; 1,300x160 feet. 

Brooklyn City Railroad Depots, four in number; about 2,500 squares. 
Standard Oil Company; has in use 3,000 squares of Medal Brand Roof. 
Pratt’s Astral Oil Refinery; 1,000 squares. 

Havemeyer Sugar Refining Co., Brooklyn, E. D. 

Chas. A. Schieren & Co., Tannery, Brooklyn. 

Greenwood Depot, 600 squares. Myrtle Ave. Depot, 800 squares. 

Halsey St. “ 900 “ Ridgewood “ 650 

Flushing Ave. “ 850 “ Franklin Ave. “ 450 

Franklin “ “ 600 “ Atlantic “ “ 600 

Prentice Stores, 800 squares. 


















Arlington House, Seattle, Washington Territory, 100 squares. 

Terre Haute Distilling Co., Inch; 1,000 squares. 

Giant Powder Co., Berkeley, Cal.; 400 squares. 

Claus Spreckles & Co., Sugar House, San Francisco, Cal.; 600 squares. 
Union Stock Yards, Nashville, Tenn.; 1,200 squares. 

Hinckley, Spiers & Hays, Fulton Iron Works, San Francisco, Cal.; 
165 squares. 

Harmony Mills, Cohoes, New York. 

In New York tlie medal Brand Roof gives satisfaction to 

The Knickerbocker Ice Co.; it uses on its stables 300 squares. 

Cromwell’s N. Y. & N. O. Steamship Co.; it uses on its docks 900 squares. 
Clyde’s New York and Philadelphia Line S. S. Co., New York. 

Lehigh Valley R. R., New York. 

Red Cross Line between New York and Halifax. 

Atlas Line, New York and West Indies, New York. 

Ward’s Line, Piers 16 & 17, East River. 

Gas Engine and Power Co.; 700 squares. 

Empire Trust Co.; 700 squares. 

Boreel Building. 

American Loan and Trust Co. 

Many otlier companies use smaller quantities. 


Tliese, with about 75 otlier Fire Insurance Companies, tliinli 
it is good enough for tliein 2 

The Liverpool, London and Globe Insurance Co. 

The Royal Insurance Co. 

Greenwich Fire Insurance Co., New York. 

United States Fire Insurance Co. 

Home Insurance Co. 

German American Insurance Co. 

New York Board of Fire Underwriters. 

New York Life Insurance Co. 

Citizens’ Mutual Life Insurance Association. 

IS IT DURABLE? 


Here is one reply that ought to settle that question. The American 
Docks at Staten Island are the largest warehouses the United States. The 
buildings cover more than fifteen acres. Our roof was put upon these 
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MEDAL BRAND ROOFING 
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